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WHAT IS CULTURE? 

AND WHY WOULD WE TALK 
ABOUT IT?



-Edward B. Tylor  
(anthropologist, founder of cultural anthropology)

“Culture, or civilization, is that complex whole which 

includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, customs, and any 

other capabilities and habits acquired by humans as 

members of society.”



WHAT IS CULTURE

Key Elements of Culture 

1. Language  

2. Values/Beliefs 

3. Behavior/Rituals 

4. Symbols/Artifacts 

* learned and shared among a group*



WHAT IS CULTURE

Types of “Culture” 

1. Nonmaterial  
 
- truth claims & moral obligations  
- “worldview”  

2. Material  
 
- tangible product of human activity  
- ideas are mediated through things,  
  or “cultural goods” (artifacts)



WHAT IS CULTURE

Cultural Subsets 

Dominant/Primary 

Subculture 

Counterculture 



THE CULTURAL MANDATE

Creation (Genesis 1-2) 

Genesis 1:28 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and 
over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

Genesis 2:15 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it 
and keep it.



-James Davison Hunter  
(“To Change the World”)

“People fulfill their individual and collective destiny in the 

art, music, literature, commerce, law, and scholarship they 

cultivate, the relationships they build, and in the institutions 

they develop — the families, churches, associations, and 

communities they live in and sustain — as they reflect the 

good of God and his designs for flourishing.”



THE CULTURAL MANDATE
Sin & Its Aftermath (Genesis 4-11) 

Cain & His Sons: creating culture and building civilizations 
Genesis 4:17  
    “Cain was then building a city” 
 

Genesis 4:20 
    “Jabal was the father of those who live in tents and raise livestock” 
 

Genesis 4:21 
    “Jubal was the father of all who play stringed instruments and pipes” 
 

Genesis 4:22 
    “Tubal-Cain forged all kinds of tools out of bronze and iron”



THE CULTURAL MANDATE
Sin & Its Aftermath (Genesis 4-11) 

Culture finds itself infected with evil and full of violence 
Genesis 6:5  
    “The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and  
    that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.” 

Genesis 8:21 
    “The LORD…. said in his heart: ‘Never again will I curse the ground because of humans,  
    even though every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood.” 

Still, the cultural mandate is reaffirmed 
Genesis 9:1-3 
    “Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them ‘Be fruitful and increase in number    
    and fill the earth…. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.”



THE CULTURAL MANDATE
The Issues 

1) Living Faithfully 
Romans 12:2  
   “Do not conform to the pattern of this world (“culture” in The Message), but be    
   transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and  
   approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  
 

2) Impacting the World Positively 
Matthew 28:19-20 
    “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of \ 
    the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey  
    everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very  
    end of the age.”


