
CHRIST & CULTURE
Session 3:  

The Transforming Power of Countercultural Witness



RESOURCES

Email Me Anytime!  
mike@mikeskinner.org 

Want to review what we’ve studied together or 
read more about some of the topics? Check out: 

www.mikeskinner.org/onelife

mailto:mike@mikeskinner.org
http://www.mikeskinner.org/onelife


CHRIST & CULTURE
The Issues 

1) Living Faithfully 
Romans 12:2  
   “Do not conform to the pattern of this world (“culture” in The Message), but be    
   transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and  
   approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  
 

2) Impacting the World Positively 
Matthew 28:19-20 
    “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of \ 
    the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey  
    everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very  
    end of the age.”



CHRIST & CULTURE

Faithfulness & Formation 
(Issue 1) 

1) How strongly does our dominant culture encourage 
or oppose the practice of the Christian faith? 

2) How can the church practice faithful Spiritual 
formation amidst culture(s) that are potentially hostile?



CHRIST & CULTURE
Impacting the World For Christ  

(Issue 2) 

1) How have Christians historically thought about their 
responsibility to engage with culture & what 
approaches have they taken? 

2) How does an understanding of the church as a 
countercultural witness impact how we might best 
transform the world?



1) CHRISTIAN APPROACHES TO CULTURE

H. Richard Niebuhr (Christ and Culture, 1950s) classified five 
ways Christians have engaged culture: 

1) Christ Against Culture 

2) Christ of Culture 

3) Christ Above Culture 

4) Christ And Culture in Paradox 

5) Christ the Transformer of Culture



1) CHRISTIAN APPROACHES TO CULTURE

John Howard Yoder distinguished between three basic approaches: 

Activist Church 

Conversionist Church 

Confessing Church



1) CHRISTIAN APPROACHES TO CULTURE

David Hunter observed three basic groups among Christian approaches: 

The Christian Right (defensive to) 

The Christian Left (relevant to) 

The Neo-Anabaptists (purity from)



1) CHRISTIAN APPROACHES TO CULTURE

Which approaches/groups do you recognize the most or the least? 

What are some potential positives to these various approaches? 

What are some potential negatives to these various approaches?



2) HOW COUNTERCULTURAL WITNESS 
MIGHT BE THE BEST APPROACH

Critique of Dominant Approaches 

They haven’t worked well / perhaps they don’t and can’t work 

Culture seems to rarely be changed by majority opinions or by 
partisan political wins 

Culture is just much more complicated than that 

- Interested example: LGBTQ Community



2) HOW COUNTERCULTURAL WITNESS 
MIGHT BE THE BEST APPROACH

Two Important Correctives 

1) We must resist the tendency to politicize everything  
     The church must look beyond political solutions and partisan  
     political allegiances 

2) The church must embrace it’s identity as a alternative political      
     society and seek to bear witness through its faithfulness



2) HOW COUNTERCULTURAL WITNESS 
MIGHT BE THE BEST APPROACH

Countercultural Witness 

The first, and primary, task of the church is simply to BE the church 

As a countercultural community - it has it’s own distinctive values and 
behaviors  

The church doesn’t have a social strategy, the church IS a social strategy 

Problems can be addressed directly by the church 

Requires imagination and courage 

Requires a community that can support true faithfulness 


